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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply ^ 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and wilt expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 October 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD, 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-25 have been examined. 



Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 
The abstract is objected to for being to general and not directed to the entire disclosure. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 18 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
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required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 19 is objected to as being dependent to the objected claim 18. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

4. Claims 1-5,7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Windows Media Player v.7.00 ("wmp7"). 

As per claim independent claim 1 , wmp7 discloses a method in a computer 
system for specifying media to be rendered at appliances, the method comprising: 
identifying appliances available to render media (Figure 6 item 670, Fig 8 item 830; 
wherein appliances inciude cd player, computer), identifying media sources (Figure 6 
item 670\audio, video, radio tuner) receiving a definition of a plurality of activities, each 
activity specifying an appliance and a media source (Figure 2 item 250 and Figure 8 
item 830; cd audio and source album in ttiis case unknown album title) displaying an 
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indication of activitiesC(Figure 2 item 250 and Figure 8 item 830; cd audio and source 
album in tliis case uni<nown album title,) receiving selection of an activity (Figure 2 item 
250) indicating that media associated with the media source of the selected activity is to 
be rendered on the appliance of the selected activity ( Figure 2 item 250 and Figure 8 
item 830; wherein cd is playing through the cd player), and displaying a media bar for 
controlling the rendering of the media on the appliance of the selected activity (Figure 1 
items 10-50). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 , wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the media bar includes a main control button (Figure 1 item 10) a fonvard 
button (Figure 1 item 50), a fast fon/vard button (Figure 1 item 40), a back button (Figure 
1 item 20), and a fast back button (Figure 1 item 30). 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 2, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the buttons have the same relative position regardless of the selected activity 
(Figure 3 and Figure 4; wherein figure 3 is an audio player and figure 4 is a video 
player). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 2, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein each button has a button icon that is customized to the selected activity {each 
button will inherently be specific for each activity i.e. playing video and audio requires 
different support mechanisms such as codecs, therefore pressing play will start the 
media specific format controllers). 
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As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 2, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the main control button supports play (Figure 1 item 10) and pause (Figure 3 
item 310) functions. 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 2, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the media bar further includes an add activity button (Figure 6 item 650) and a 
delete activity button (Figure 6 item 660). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 2, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the media bar includes a toggle view button (Figure 1 item 60). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 1 , wmp7 discloses a method 
including displaying a list of active activities along with the media bar (Figure 8 item 
830). 

As per claim, 10, which is dependent on claim 1, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the media bar is similar in appearance to physical controls of a device (Figure 1 
items 10-50;w/7ere/n controls are similar to those of a traditional cd player). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Windows 
Media Player v.7.00 ("wmp7"). 
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As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 2, wmp7 fails to distinctly point out 
circular buttons and the specific positioning of the buttons wherein the fonA^ard and fast 
fon/vard buttons are right of the main control button and the back and fast back buttons 
are left of the main control button. However, Official Notice is taken that circular buttons 
and positioning of buttons is merely a design choice and is notoriously well known in the 
art examples of which are: Figure 5 wherein a "skin" is applied to windows media player 
to alter the look and feel of the player, or Figure 33 of EP 0 637 1 57 A2. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the 
method of wmp7 with the current teachings. Motivation to do so would have been to 
make the interface more aesthetically pleasing. 

6. Claims 1 1-16,20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Windows Media Player v.7.00 ("wmp7") in view of Hatakeyama ("Hatakeyama", EP 
0 883 320 A2) 

As per claim independent claim 1 1 , wmp7 discloses a method in a 
computer system for providing a media bar for controlling rendering different types of 
media onto appliances, the method comprising: identifying media for rendering on an 
appliance, the media having a media type (Figure 6); retrieving an indication of controls 
used to control media of the identified media type {media player will inherently be 
specific for each activity i.e. playing video and audio requires different support 
mechanisms such as codecs) ; and displaying a media bar for controlling the rendering 
of the of the identified media on the appliance wherein buttons of the media bar have 
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the same shape and position regardless of the media type (Figure 3 and Figure 4; 
wherein figure 3 is an audio player and figure 4 is a video player), Wmp7 does not 
distinctly disclose icons changing depending on the media. However Hatakeyama 
teaches a method wherein iconic buttons change depending on the media (Figure 7a, 
7b, 7c Column 16 lines 1 1-17). Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at 
the time of the invention to combine the interface of wmp7 with the teaching of 
Hatakeyama's media specific icons. Motivation to do so would have been to provide a 
less confusing interface for the user limiting the number of buttons. 

As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the buttons are horizontally arranged (Figure 1). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the media bar includes a main control button (Figure 1 item 10) a 
forward button (Figure 1 item 50), a fast fonvard button (Figure 1 item 40), a back button 
(Figure 1 item 20), and a fast back button (Figure 1 item 30). 

As per claim 14, which is dependent on claim 13, the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the main control button supports play (Figure 1 item 10) and pause 
(Figure 3 item 310) functions. 

As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 13, the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the media bar further includes an add activity button (Figure 6 item 
650) and a delete activity button (Figure 6 item 660). 

As per claim 16, which is dependent on claim 13, the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the media bar includes a toggle view button (Figure 1 item. 60). 
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As per claim 20, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method including displaying a list of active activities along with the media bar (Figure 8 
item 830). 

As per claim, 21 , which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the media bar is similar in appearance to physical controls of a device 
(Figure 1 items 10-50;M^/7ere/>7 controls are similar to those of a traditional cd player). 

As per claim 22, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 does not 
distinctly point out additional buttons. However, Hatakeyama teaches a method 
including displaying additional buttons that are specific to the media type (Figure 7a, 7b, 
7c,Column 16 lines 11-17). Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to combine the interface of wmp7 with the teaching of 
Hatakeyama's media additional buttons. Motivation to do so would have been to provide 
a less confusing interface for the user limiting the number of buttons. 

As per claim 23, which is dependent on claim 22, the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method wherein the additional buttons are not displayed as part of the media bar 
(Hatakeyama, Figure 7a, 7b, 7c item 64). 

As per claim 24, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 discloses a 
method including displaying a list of active activities along with the media bar (wmp7, 
Figure 8 item 830) and when an activity is selected displaying additional buttons that are 
specific to a media type associated with the selected activity (Hatakeyama, Figure 7a,. 
7b, 7c item 64) 
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7. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Windows Media Player v.7.00 ("wmp7") in view of Hatakeyama ("Hatakeyama", EP 0 
883 320 A2). 

As per claim 17, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 fails to 
distinctly point out circular buttons and the specific positioning of the buttons wherein 
the fonvard and fast fonA^ard buttons are right of the main control button and the back 
and fast back buttons are left of the main control button. However, Official Notice is 
taken that circular buttons and positioning of buttons is merely a design choice and is 
notoriously well known in the art examples of which are: Figure 5 wherein a "skin" is 
applied to windows media player to alter the look and feel of the player, or Figure 33 of 
EP 0 637 157 A2. Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the 
invention to combine the method of wmp7 with the current teachings. Motivation to do 
so would have been to make the interface more aesthetically pleasing. 

Claim 18 is similar In scope to claim 17, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claim 19, which is dependent on claim 18, wmp7 discloses a method 
wherein the main control button is larger than the other buttons (Figure 1 item 10). 

8. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Windows Media Player v.7.00 ("wmp7") in view of Hatakeyama ("Hatakeyama", EP 0 
883 320 A2) in further view of Partridge et al ("Partridge", US 6,657,646). 
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As per claim 25, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified wmp7 fails to 
distinctly point out a setup button. However, Partridge teaches a media bar including a 
setup button (Figure 4 item 98). Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at 
the time of the invention to combine the modified wmp7 with the teaching of Partridge's 
setup button. Motivation to do so would have been to provide means for a user to 
navigate to a setup page. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US006609038B1 teaches an interface for different activities including 
adding activity specific buttons where needed. 

• US006734879B2 teaches a common control point interface for media. 

• US006198479B1 teaches a method for controlling diverse home devices 
on a home network to perform an activity. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Pitaro whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
1205. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday through 
Thursday, and every other Friday. The Patent Office is moving, after mid October the 
new telephone number where Ryan Pitaro can be reached is (571 ) 272 - 4071 . 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ryan Pitaro 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2174 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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